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WHY should I apply?

--------The IMPOSTER syndrome--------

assumption reality

WHY NOT?

confidence



https://erc.europa.eu/projects-statistics

EVERY TOPIC MATTERS



WHAT SHOUL I DO NEXT?



outbreaking_ innovative_ breakthrough

NOVEL

High risk High gain

5 years
 time- and funding- protection

EXELLENCE

Beyond state of the art



INFORMATION AND FORMATION



Watch the ERC instructional videos describing the full grant application and evaluation process, step by 
step (https://erc.europa.eu/apply-grant/starting-grant)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HsmQRM88yyM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4fpHkhitwA0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O7mOFL2tIQ8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9yB_zZblzRc&t=21s

INFORMATION AND FORMATION

Get to know your call carefully (eligibility, extensions of eligibility, PhD defense date, criteria, host institution,  
funding and additional funding).

https://erc.europa.eu/apply-grant/starting-grant


Let’s get started

Contact the ERC national point in your country and 
participate to the reading days. 

Read other people proposals: successful and not!

Summarize common points found in successful 
proposals and avoid common mistakes detected in 
non successful proposals.



START WRITING



Acronym_title

B2B1

Graphical Abstract



This is the first impression that the
reviewers will have about you and your
proposal

- Be concise
- Be appealing
- Explicit why it is important to

investigate this field
- Why now is the right moment
- Feasible and ambitious
- The abstracts are published!

Do not add sensitive data

Abstract

https://erc.europa.eu/projects-statistics



- Max 3 objectives_ intellectually connected but independent each other’s to
avoid waterfall effect_ 1 figure may be the schematic workflow of your project showing fundamental
questions, main objectives and specific tasks (max 2-3 x objective)

- Graphical Abstract à is important for you and for the reviewers!

- Think and write 2-3 fundamental questions that your project aims to solve

- Think about ambitious Objectives beyond the state of the art

- Milestones not needed, Gantt chart needed in B2

Practical Tips



- Use a consistent style through your entire proposal 
    
à Give the same structure to all aims/objectives:

Ex: Fundamental question_ background_ hypothesis_ novelty_ preliminary data

- Make sure and clear that you and your group will do most of the work 
(collaborators do not perform tasks but they provide support) _ NO risks assigned to 
collaborators

Practical Tips



- Present preliminary data supporting your idea

- Show the reviewer that you are the right person  

à Project connected to your expertise but exploring new aspects and concepts

- Explicit how the high risk is balanced by the high gain

- Contingency plan à needed for all objectives (short in B1, detailed in B2)

Practical Tips



Feedback and brainstorming are key

- Select trusted colleagues and friends to brainstorm about specific 
aims/objectives of your project

à Conceptual mistakes or weaknesses can be detected only by trusted colleagues

- Ask for feedbacks from trusted expert in your field

- Accept constructive criticisms and advices



Intrigue (B1)

Convince (B2)

Inspire (interview)







Choose your panel carefully (28 panels in 2025)



Revision steps of an ERC StG application



THE INTERVIEW



BUILD CONFIDENCE



Rehearse, practice, change, learn, rehearse, rehearse, rehearse 



Good Luck!


